
Good Afternoon Falcon Family,

Fall has finally arrived and it’s definitely great to have some cooler weather! 

Report Cards ~ We appreciate all the parents/guardians who came into school for our Parent/Teacher Conferences 
this week! Conferences are an opportunity to hear about the progress your child has made, areas to improve in, and 
continue to build the partnership between school and home to support your child! As a reminder, you are able to 
access your child’s report card online in the Parent Portal. The Parent Portal is also a great tool for parents to stay 
updated on their child’s grades from week to week. I encourage you to check the Parent Portal at least once a week. 

Benchmark Data ~ Our 3rd & 4th grade students recently completed the district benchmark testing in both Math & 
Reading. These are cumulative tests, covering standards that will be taught over the course of the year. The data we 
receive is helpful in examining if students have mastered the standards that have been taught, up to that point in the 
year, as well as monitoring if students are making the trajectory of growth that we would expect to see. Goal 1 in our 
school improvement plan is to increase proficiency (mastery) by a minimum of 10% in both Math & Reading on the 
AASA state assessment, and that all teachers will regularly examine student growth. The district benchmarks are 
aligned to the AASA and provide us with indicators for student proficiency, as well as growth. The data from the Math 
benchmark shows that 55% of 3rd grade students, and 54% of 4th grade students demonstrated mastery of the 
math standards. The data from the reading benchmark shows that 56% of 3rd grade students, and 70% of 4th grade 
students demonstrated mastery of the reading standards. Again, these benchmark assessments test students on all 
grade level standards to be learned during the entire school year. This initial data from our first benchmarks show 
good progress thus far. Our teachers have created action plans to reteach and provide interventions for students 
who did not demonstrate mastery on the standards that have been taught so far this year. We are excited to see the 
growth in our next benchmark assessments, which is scheduled for December. 

Student Clubs ~ Western Peaks has several extracurricular clubs that are up & running, with more to come 
throughout the year! Student clubs that are currently active or will be starting in the next month include: Music Club, 
Kindness Club, Book Club, Student Council, Basketball Club, Kids on the Run Club, Mathletes Club, and Robotics 
Club. We believe in providing a well-rounded educational experience for our young learners, and hope your child will 
find a club to participate in! Research shows that students who participate in extracurricular activities had better 
grades, higher standardized test scores, attended school more regularly, greater character development, leadership 
skills, more positive social interactions, higher self-concepts, and more. These are great attributes to begin instilling 
in students early in life! 

Family/Community Events ~ Our PTSA is hosting our annual Trunk or Treat event on October 28th. This is always 
a popular event for our families and the community. We are looking for people who would be willing to decorate their 
vehicle for the event. PTSA will provide the candy for every vehicle that participates. We also go through a LOT of 
candy during this event! We are asking for candy donations to help ensure we have enough. Students can bring in 
bags of candy for donation to their teachers or the office. Please see the flyers on the sidebar for more information.

Also this month, Western Peaks is participating in Love Our Schools Day! This is a day where community 
volunteers can join us at school to work on a project. This year, we are doing a school beautification process and will 
be planting flowers in our plant beds, cleaning up the exterior playground areas, etc. One of our community partners, 
Zeta Amicae of Surprise, will be volunteering to help us with this project. If you would like to volunteer your time 
to help us, we would love to have you as well!  We will be working from 8 am - 12 pm on Saturday, October 
29th. Please bring work/gardening gloves, supplies, rakes, trowels, etc. if you can help us. 

Sincerely,
Principal Brown

Upcoming Dates
October 6th & 7th ~

Early Dismissal at 1:45 pm
Parent/Teacher Conferences

October 7th ~
Music Club Concert, 6 pm

October 10th - 14th ~ 
Fall Break, No School

October 26th ~
PTSA Sonic Falcon Night, 5-8 pm @ 

Sonic on Greenway & Cotton Ln

Dysart’s College & Career Expo, 
5:30-7:30 pm @ Dysart District 

Office

October 27th ~ 
WPES Site Council Meeting, 4 pm

October 28th ~ 
PTSA’s Trunk or Treat & Costume 

Contest, 6-8 pm

October 29th ~
Love Our Schools Day, Community 
Volunteer Opportunity for School 

Beautification Project, 
8 am - 12 pm

PTSA Corner
Link to PTSA October 

Calendar of Events

Link to Sign Up to Decorate Your 
Vehicle for Trunk or Treat

Link to Candy Donation Flyer for 
Trunk or Treat

Link to Order School Spirit Wear

http://dysart.org/parentportal/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1El5GMRamHAUtdRv6RfxB_s9mnTKkMPVC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1El5GMRamHAUtdRv6RfxB_s9mnTKkMPVC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G77rBt9xkNJBjqc1OTjhfiuyXe6fZ3gB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G77rBt9xkNJBjqc1OTjhfiuyXe6fZ3gB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G2RUh_tR3N2fsSSHChU5pMwhgr_FaBNa/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G2RUh_tR3N2fsSSHChU5pMwhgr_FaBNa/view?usp=sharing
https://1stplacespiritwear.com/schools/AZ/Surprise/Western+Peaks+Elementary+School


School Improvement Goal #2
Western Peaks is committed to continuous 

improvement, as we strive to deliver an 
exceptional learning experience to our young 

learners! Administrators, teachers, & staff work 
with with dedicated purpose each day to meet 

our goals. 

Goal 2 ~ 
By May of 2023, through the systematic 

implementation of PBIS, Western Peaks will reduce 
the number of office discipline referrals by 15% 

(baseline of 443 from 21-22 school year), as evidenced 
by behavior data.

Both student behavior and attendance can 
positively or negatively impact a child’s progress 

in learning. Our PBIS team meets monthly to 
review data on behavior referrals, as well as 

data on attendance and tardies. The data points 
to the right are being shared with you, as your 
partnership with us can be highly beneficial in 
changing undesired behaviors. As a school, we 

compare data to the prior month, and we 
examine top areas of concern so that we can 
reteach expectations, provide interventions 
when necessary, and provide wrap around 

services to students who are demonstrating 
highest needs. Please review this data, and 

speak with your child about how they can follow 
our Falcon Family expectations to be Respectful, 

Responsible & Kind. 

Thank you!


